
October 26, 2025
All Saints Sunday

Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.



GATHERING

PRELUDE “A Song without Words for Violoncello and Organ” by Craig Philips

WELCOME

LITANY OF THE SAINTS

Leader: Sarah, Abraham, Isaac, Rachel, Rebecca, and Jacob,
All: Be our light.
Leader: Miriam, Moses, Ruth, David, and Solomon,
All: Shine on us.
Leader: Joseph, Mary, and Jesus,
All: Give us courage.
Leader: Desert Mothers and Fathers,
All: Show us wisdom.
Leader: Julian of Norwich and Francis of Assisi,
All: Teach us love.
Leader: Galileo and Darwin,
All: Give us courage.
Leader: Michelangelo and Van Gogh,
All: Kindle our imagination.
Leader: Rumi and Hafiz and Heschel,
All: Awaken our souls.
Leader: Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth,
All: Give us courage.
Leader: Gandhi and King,
All: Call us to peaceful resistance.
Leader: Malcolm X and James Baldwin,
All: Hold us accountable.
Leader: Oscar Romero and Desmond Tutu, 
All: Give us courage.

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

1. Call 1-312-626-6799. 
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #. 
3. When prompted to enter your 

participant ID, just press #.

Join Us on Zoom!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEUvdWRhS2lKdz09


Leader: Bayard Rustin and Harvey Milk,
All: Shine on us.
Leader: Cesar Chavez and Dorothy Day,
All: Be our light.

*HYMN 299 “For All the Saints”

READING “On All Saints Day” by Rosemerry Trommer

ANTHEM “My Song in the Night” by Terre Johnson

NAMING OUR SAINTS

Leader: Let us remember those faithful ones at rest here in the columbarium in our 
sanctuary.

Names are read and photos shown.
Leader: Let us remember the beloved members of our congregation who have died in the 

past year.
Names are read and photos shown.
Leader: Let us remember all our saints.
At this time, you are invited to speak names aloud in the chat.

*LIGHTING OF CANDLES

You are invited to light a candle at one of the stations in the front or back of the sanctuary in memory 
of your saints.

ANTHEM “Requiem” by Eliza Gilkyson, arr. Craig Hella Johnson

LEGACY GIVING MOMENT Kris Felbeck

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Psalm 121: “God Is Holding Your Life” by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, verse 1

Matthew 10:16–20

Jesus said: “I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils 
and flog you in their places of worship, and you will be dragged before governors and 
kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the gentiles. When they hand you over, do 
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will 
be given to you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your God 
speaking through you.

Psalm 121: “God Is Holding Your Life”, verse 2

2 Timothy 1:3–7

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long 
to see you so that I may be filled with joy.  I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you.  For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the 
laying on of my hands, for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of 
power and of love and of self-discipline.



Psalm 121: “God Is Holding Your Life”, verse 3

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PASTORAL PRAYER

If you have a prayer concern today, please write it on the clipboard in the back.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any version meaningful to you.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING

We invite you to contribute to our congregation’s ministry of care by enabling the community to 
remember with you your loved ones who have died.   You can fill out the form that is in your bulletin 
called “Supporting One Another Through Grief” and place it in the offering plate.

In addition to financial offerings, we invite you to offer your response to this question on the small 
piece of paper: Amid the groanings of this time, how do you show up to embody hope?
We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First Church. October’s 
special offering supports the “Neighbors in Need” Special Mission Offering of the UCC. Use the QR 
code or visit firstchurchmn.org; click on the “Support Us” link. You can also give by texting 612-255-
4109; “$(amount) Special” for the monthly offering or “$(amount) General Fund”. If you give by check, 
please make it out to First Church with “Neighbors  Mission Offering” on the memo line.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Child of Wonder” from “The Sacred Veil” by Eric Whitacre

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Sing Praises All You Peoples”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of our saints and ancestors, we will embody your fearless love.  With trust and 
courage we pray.  Amen.

SENDING

*HYMN “Give Thanks for Saints”

*BENEDICTION “For Those Who Walked With Us” by Jan Richardson

*POSTLUDE

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.
Valet ..........................................................................................................................................Mary Jean Korsmo
Usher ..................................................................................................................................................Beth Lanford
Reader ..........................................................................................................................................Richard Lanford
Tech Support .......................................................................................................... Jeff Peterson, Scott Williams



AFTER WORSHIP TODAY

Join Our Weekly Bridge Brigade! Grab your coffee, your protest sign, your warm gloves, and a friend 
and join us after the worship service on the I-35 pedestrian bridge next to the church for 15-20 minutes 
to defend democracy. 

We could use some help facilitating these each week. If you’d be willing to “host” a particular week, 
and/or you have questions about what hosting entails, please reach out to Sarah or Beth. 

Family Gathering. On the second and fourth Sundays each month, kids and their grownups gather in 
the play room downstairs after the worship service. We share a Bible story, make a craft or other story 
response, engage in lots of free play, eat many snacks, and build beloved community together.

Worship Team. This team meets today at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom. Let Jane know if you’d like to join.

COMING UP

Friendsgiving Dinner with Friends of San Lucas. Cynthia Hendricks has reserved a table for FCC 
folks and friends at the annual Friends of San Lucas Friendsgiving Dinner on Sunday, November 1. If 
you're planning to be there, please let her know so that she can ensure you're at the table.

Tickets are $75 each (you're welcome to give more to FOSL as a donation). If you can't attend but 
would like to help someone else whose funds are limited by helping enable them to participate, let 
Cynthia know. And if transportation is a concern, talk to Cynthia and she'll help you figure it out. 
Register Now

Immigrant Stories are Sacred. Neon, a campus ministry at the University of Minnesota, is hosting a 
powerful night of immigrant stories about celebrating strengths, sharing struggles, and finding 
solidarity by seeing the sacred in each and every one of us. All are invited—whether you’re an 
immigrant or an ally, a student or a community member, we can all support our incredible immigrant 
neighbors and storytellers. This event takes place on November 6 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Coffman 
Memorial Union. If you're planning to attend, please let us know on the sign up sheet in the sanctuary 
or by emailing the church office.

2nd Hour: The Moment We Are In & Our Strategic Compass. The Justice League is hosting a forum 
after worship on November 9 to outline and and clarify ISAIAH’s strategic trajectory from now 
through 2026, building the capacity with numbers, and stories to educate and empower legislators on 
issues like healthcare, education, ICE, and food security. They will also guide you in reaching out to 
your legislators through letter writing and phone calls.

Meanwhile, please put on your calendars the afternoon of Saturday, December 13, when all of 
ISAIAH, across its full spectrum of member organizations, will gather at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center to plot a course for moving tens of thousands of Minnesotans into strategic direct action 
against authoritarianism in 2026.

Stories@First Vol. 4. Stories@First is back! Join us at 3:00pm on Saturday, November 15th for our 
fourth Story Slam event, this time about “Firsts.” Come to hear a story. Come to tell a story. Come to 
build and to be in community. Snacks and conversation will follow the story telling.

Would you like to be a storyteller? Consider the theme. Everyone has a first—a first kiss, a first 
sleepover, a first drink, a first date, a first house, a first death, a first impression... Think of one of your 
memorable firsts. Why does it stick with you? How did it change you? Then begin crafting your 
five(ish) minute story.

Sign up at the back of the sanctuary or contact the church office if you would like to be a storyteller 
(ideally by Nov. 12th). You can find the storytelling guidelines on our website at firstchurchmn.org/
storiesatfirst.

Second Annual Toy Giveaway. Last year we gave toys to more than 45 neighborhood families, and 
we're excited to do it again this year! We're asking for donations of clean, used toys with no broken or 

https://sanlucasmission.org/tc25/
mailto:office@firstchurchmn.org
https://firstchurchmn.org/storiesatfirst
https://firstchurchmn.org/storiesatfirst


missing pieces, consistent with our value of being environmentally conscious. Art supplies are also 
great. Items for kids of all ages are welcome.

Talk with your neighbors, kids, and grandkids to see if they have any toys they're ready to pass on. 
Ask your local Buy Nothing Group for donations, and check out your favorite thrift stores! Bring the 
toys to church between November 9 and 23. 

We will also need volunteers to organize the toys leading up to the giveaway on Saturday, December 
6, as well as a large package of AA batteries for toys that need power. Contact Mercedes to get 
involved (612-756-3114). 

Annual Reports Needed. If you’re in charge of a ministry area that normally submits something for 
the annual report, the time has come! Please submit your reports to the church office by Friday, 
November 14. We may be changing the format of the report a bit—we will share more information 
about that soon.

Help Our Neighbors Stay Warm This Winter. Street Corps, a mutual aid group that supports 
unhoused people all over the metro area, is collecting warm things to give out as the temperature 
starts to fall. They're looking for blankets, winter clothing and accessories, new socks and underwear, 
and reusable bags. There is a bin at First Church where you can leave your donations through early 
December.

Calendar for the week of October 26–November 2
You can find links for Zoom meetings on our website: firstchurchmn.org

SUN (10/26)  All Saints Sunday
 9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall

11:15 am Democracy in Action: Bridge Brigade I-35W Pedestrian Bridge
 11:30 AM Family Gathering Basement

1:00 PM Worship Team Zoom

MON (10/27) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement

TUE (10/28) noon Bible Study Library/Zoom
1:15 PM Building Committee Zoom

 6:00 PM AA/NA Meeting Library

WED (10/29) 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

THU (10/30) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
 noon Indigenous Book Group Library

SUN (11/02) 9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 11:15 AM Democracy Support Group Library/Zoom

noon Confirmation Gathering ULCH

mailto:tumah010@gmail.com


Cover: All Saints 2024 by Kelly Latimore
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First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ................................................................................................. The People of First Church
Principal Minister ................................................................................................. Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ..........................................................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ............................................................. Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .................................................................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .................................................................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please call or email her to set 
up appointments as she is in and out of the office. She hopes you will contact her for support 
and prayer in times of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may call or 
text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins are available from the 
ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during worship. At the back of the 
sanctuary there is table with journals that can be utilized to write or draw your remembrances in 
memory of a loved one. You can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited to use the kids’ corner in 
the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are working to become an inclusive community that 
welcomes people of all abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to navigate the walk from a 
parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside 
and park your car for you (and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

October’s Special Offering supports the “Neighbors in Need” Special Mission Offering of the UCC. 
One third of of the offering is designated for American Indian Ministries; the remaining portion 
supports various justice ministries throughout the UCC.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.


