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September 6, 2026
15" Sunday After Pentecost

Join Us on Zoom!

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967
1. Call 1-312-626-6799.

2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #.

3. When prompted to enter your
participant ID, just press #.

FIRST

Cultivating a community for all to belong, ES”%CRIEGOfAI)gr’:{?OEH

rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice. United Church of Christ


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME

GATHERING WORDS “What We Need Is Here” by Wendell Berry

*Hymn 28 “For the Beauty of the Earth”

SCRIPTURE Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

TiME wiTH CHILDREN

SERMON “Christ Among Us”
*Hymn 337 “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Now as our prayer time begins (or anytime in the service) you are invited
to tie a ribbon to our prayer tree. Through this simple act, we can bring
our deepest fears, hopes, joys, griefs, and longings, to God, in the safety
and support of community.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any
version meaningful to you.

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First
Church. September’s special offering supports Eastside Meals on Wheels. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Light of a Clear Blue Morning”
Words & Music: Dolly Parton

[bulletin continues on next page]


https://firstchurchmn.org/giving

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE

“Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines”
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1 Glo - ry to God, whose good-ness shines on me, and to the
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Son, whose grace has par-doned me, and to the Spir-it,
end, with-out end. A - men. World with-out end, ...
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As it was in the be-gin-ning,
As it was in the be-gin-ning,
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whose love has set me free.
with-out end. A -men.
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is now, and ev-er shall be. A - men.
is now, and ev -er shall be. A - men.

Words & Music: Paul M. Vasile © Paul M. Vasile, admin. Augsburg Fortress

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

O God-with-us, we respond to your gift of presence by sharing
our lives in community. When harm happens, we will come
together to listen, grow and heal. Amen.

GATHERING AT THE TABLE
COMMUNION PRAYER
Leader: God is with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to God.
Leader: Let us give God thanks and praise.
All: This is a good and joyful thing to do.

RETELLING THE STORY

SoNG

“All Belong Here” (song sheet)

A leader will sing the verses; the congregation will sing the refrain
(printed).

*SHARING OF THE BREAD AND Cur

You are invited to serve one another the bread and cup, saying “the bread
of life” and “the cup of blessing”.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS



*Hymn 401 “O God in Whom All Life Begins”
*BENEDICTION

PosTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall
following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.

Set UP/Clean Up ...c.cceeureeeurecureieeiniecineciseeaesneeessesesseceesseaesseaes Linda Valerian
Communion Preparation ..........ccccccevvviueinnnne Beth Lanford, Richard Lanford
Vet Bill Lindberg
USROT . Jim Gullikson, Joy Gullikson
=T Lo =3 USSR UUUSOt Linda Valerian
Special MUSIC .....c.vimiiiiiciiciicc s Pick-Up Choir
Tech SUPPOTt ..o Maggie George, Scott Williams

After Worship Today

Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade—11:15 am @ I-35W Ped. Bridge
Community Night Meeting—11:15 am (Basement Play Room)

Democracy Support Group. Come share all the feelings, plan for the
future, mourn what we’ve lost, celebrate wins for democracy and, most
importantly, be in community. All are welcome; we meet monthly on the
first Sunday after worship in the library and on Zoom. (Feel free to also
participate in the Bridge Brigade.)

Coming Up

Community Night. Mark your calendar for our annual Community Night
on Wednesday, September 16, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. There will be a baked
potato bar, sweet treats, free houseplants (and advice!), and the chance to
connect with a variety of community resources. Here's what we need:

Plants—We're looking for donations of healthy indoor plants, new and
gently used pots in good condition, potting soil, and paper grocery bags
to send things home with people. Bring donations to the church by next
Sunday, September 13.

Desserts—Can you contribute some treats? Desserts should be easy to
eat with fingers or a fork and not complicated to serve. Please bring
them on September 16 with a list of ingredients that can be referenced
for people with allergies or sensitivities. Sign Up Now

Volunteers—Volunteers will help with setup, bringing food out from
the kitchen, serving, greeting neighbors, and clean up. Sign Up Now

We're also seeking a “food coordinator”—someone to oversee the food
serving process, coordinate volunteers, answer questions, etc. If you're
willing, please contact Joy Gullikson.

Publicity—Help get the word out! Community Night is on Facebook
and Nextdoor, and we have paper fliers if you can think of places where
they might reach our neighbors. Contact the church office if you'd like
to pick up a stack of fliers.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0948A5AE2EA2F58-65223198-community#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0948A5AE2EA2F58-65223198-community#/
mailto:joygullikson79@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/events/27733425639683398/
https://nextdoor.com/local_events/5wJz6wTtMFw8

Choir Resumes Next Week. The choir is scheduled to begin rehearsals on
Wednesday, September 9. Music Director Byron Almén wants to extend an
invitation to any of you who love music—and who wish to find out what
this process is like, in the context of a warm and supportive community—to
join us as we start the year. Weekly rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 7:00
to 9:00 p.m. and more briefly on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. to warm up.

Midterm Election Scenario Planning. The midterm elections are
approaching quickly, and the threats to our voting rights, election results,
and democracy are increasing. Join us on Monday, September 21, from 6:00
to 8:00 p.m. to walk through potential scenarios and plan with our
congregational and neighborhood networks how we might respond to these

threats. Register Now

Week of September 7-13

Mon (9/7) Office Closed (Labor Day)
9:30 aMm  Southeast Play Group Basement
TuE (9/8) NooN  Bible Study Library /Zoom
7:00 pm  Public Discipleship Recap Zoom
WEeD (9/9) 1:00pm  Relearning History Group Library /Zoom
7:00 v Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall
Tru (9/10) 9:30 am  Southeast Play Group Basement
5:30 M Public Discipleship Series ULCH
Fri (9/11) 6:00rM  Confirmation Lock-In Gathering Hall
Sun (9/13) 9:00 aAm  Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall
9:30 am  Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
10:00 am  Worship Gathering Hall/ Zoom
11:00 am  Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
11:15 am  Democracy in Action: I-35W Ped. Bridge

Bridge Brigade
Get Connected

Weekly Email. You can sign up to receive all the news on Thursday
afternoons, as well as other important updates.

Online & Text Giving. Give Online You can also give by texting 612-999-
1236: text $10 to give $10 to the general offering or $10 special to give $10 to
the monthly special offering (you can text any amount).

Democracy in Action Signal Group. Join our Democracy In Action group
on Signal if you would like to connect with others in the church about
opportunities to show up to protest and resist. Join Signal Group

Worship Volunteers. Can you lend a hand in worship as a reader or usher?
Ready to tackle coffee hour? Sign Up to Help in Worship



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kyjW1eY
https://firstchurchmn.org/giving
https://signal.group/#CjQKIFq2ZGvTkXUERBu6OuPxDIi4cDMww2x3MCJwaB_rxWxrEhDCxzwUPL6gizzhPXsw7e7q
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7y6x9bXqkncl58WeH6iA48
https://firstchurchmn.org/scenario-planning

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .

Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.

To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to
Jane McBride.

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

September’s Special Offering supports Eastside Meals on Wheels and their
mission to serve hot, nutritious meals to seniors and those with disabilities
in NE and SE Minneapolis and more. First Church volunteers help deliver
the meals for one week each month.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704086.

Cover art: Holding Hands by Liz Valente (2021)
Liz Valente, Holding Hands. http:/ / diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/ act-imagelink.p]?RC=57530

First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8" Ave. SE  Minneapolis, MN 55414
firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday / Wednesday / Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MINISEETS c.eeeeee e, The People of First Church
Principal Minister..........ccoeveeineviniinncnnciniicnen Rev. Jane McBride
612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org

Minister of MUSIC .......cccoveiiviiiiiiiiiccicce, Byron Almén
512-809-9789 (cell)

Communications and Administrative Lead................... Alice Worden
office@firstchurchmn.org

Facilities Manager ...........ccccocoeiiiiiininiiciiiniiicccies Brad Schumann
Moderator........cocciviiiiiiiiiii Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com



