
Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

1. Call 1-312-626-6799. 
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #. 
3. When prompted to enter your 

participant ID, just press #.

Join Us on Zoom!

October 18, 2026

21st Sunday After Pentecost

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09


GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME

GATHERING SONG “God Is Here Today”

GATHERING WORDS “Jacob’s Blessing” by Jan Richardson

*HYMN 412 “God Moves in a Mysterious Way”

GENEROSITY MOMENT Open Doors Campaign
 Linda Valerian

TIME WITH CHILDREN & STORYTELLING Genesis 32
 “A Midnight Wrestling Match”
 from The Book of Belonging by Mariko Clark

ANTHEM “Singabahambayo”
 South African folk song

SERMON “Wresting for Goodness”

*HYMN “O God, You Search Me” (song sheet)

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any 
version meaningful to you.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First 
Church. October’s special offering supports Neighbors in Need, one of four special 
offerings of the United Church of Christ. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Set Me as a Seal”
 Words & Music: René Clausen

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “I Can Feel You Near Me God” (song sheet)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Leader: Creator God, your Spirit hovers over all the earth, 
singing a love song, a song of belonging and delight.

All: We are grateful. We bring our gifts. We join the song. 
Amen.

https://firstchurchmn.org/giving


SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN 437 “We Shall Not Give Up the Fight”

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall 
following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.

Valet ......................................................................................... Mary Jean Korsmo
Usher ...............................................................................................Marilyn Burns
Reader ..................................................................................................... Kate Buis
Tech Support ...............................................................Tim Danz, Scott Williams
Coffee Hour ...................................................Mike Roterdam, Missy Roterdam
Flowers .................................................................................................... Ann Fate
 in belated celebration of Kris Felbeck’s 75th birthday

After Worship Today
Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade. Grab your coffee and your protest 
sign (and a chair if that would be helpful) and join us on the pedestrian 
bridge over I-35W next to the church to embody hope and resist 
authoritarianism.

Voting Table. As part of our effort to encourage student and early voting, 
we will be tabling outside the church from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. today and 
next Sunday to reach people in the neighborhood and those coming to get 
food. Join us!

Worship Team. The worship team will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Zoom.

Coming Up
Founding Day Celebration—RSVP Now. Join us on Sunday, November 
15, as we officially begin our 175th anniversary celebration with a special 
Founding Day worship followed by a lunch program. With this event, we 
enter a season of learning and reflection, a time of integrating the 
complexities and contradictions of our history into who we are becoming.
We will hear the story of our founding(s), intertwining past voices with 
present perspectives, acknowledge our relationship with Dakota people 
and land, and consider the significance of our founding at Owámniyomni 
(St. Anthony Falls). Please register if you’re planning to attend.

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Stories: Follow-Up. As part of our 175th

anniversary celebration, we’re telling the stories of ordinary people who 
have been part of this community. If you missed the workshop on October 
4 but would like to participate, you can find links to the materials in the 
weekly email, or you can contact the church office to request them. 
Download Storytelling Info

Encourage Early Voting & Student Voting. This fall, we are collaborating 
with neighboring churches to focus on encouraging early voting and 
student voting in the upcoming election. This is an outcome of our public 
discipleship series. There are several opportunities to get involved; check 
the table in the sanctuary (or the weekly email) to learn more.

https://firstchurchmn.org/175th/founding-day/
https://firstchurchmn.org/175th/stories


Open Doors Capital Campaign. Our Open Doors campaign has two 
purposes and two pledges: to support our mission and ministry in 2027 
with annual stewardship and reparations pledges, and to help us 
complete important building projects by making a 3-year capital pledge 
over and above regular giving. Here are some suggestions to consider as 
you think through and pray about your gift to the Capital Fund:

Matching Your Regular Giving—Could you “match” what you give to 
the church’s annual operations and pledge that amount to the Capital 
Fund? For instance, if you give $50 per week to the General Fund, could 
you give another $50 per week to the Capital Fund?

Leadership Gift—Could you consider giving a Leadership Gift total of 
$10,000, $20,000, $40,000, or more to the Capital Fund?

Legacy Gift—Would this be a time you could consider giving a Legacy 
Gift of $50,000, $75,000, $100,000, or more to the Capital Fund? These 
gifts can be made in memory or in honor of a loved one.

Our prayer for this third week of the campaign is taken from the book of 
Proverbs in the Hebrew scriptures. In this week’s passage, we are called to 
be mindful that what we think of as our possessions and assets come 
from—and indeed belong to—God. We are entrusted to use them wisely 
in service to God through service to others. We might think of ourselves as 
farmers: What do we cultivate? What are our crops? And do we give the 
best (the firstfruits) in service to God and others?

Let us pray: “Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all 
your crops.” (Proverbs 3:9)

Our Open Doors campaign leadership team includes Kris Felbeck, Joy 
Gullikson, Jane McBride, Jeff Peterson, and Paul Snyder. Please feel free to 
reach out to any one of these team members with questions or concerns 
that may arise during our campaign.

Winter Warmth Drive. Street Corps, a mutual aid group that supports 
unhoused people throughout the metro area, is collecting items to keep 
people warm this winter. Among other things, they're looking for new or 
gently used blankets, coats, sweaters, and winter accessories, and new 
socks and underwear. You can leave items in the bin at church next to the 
office. Thank you!

Support Somali Neighbors & Protect Democracy. Amid more attacks on 
the Somali community, we are organizing to support our Somali 
neighbors and stand for democracy together. On Fridays October 23 & 30 
people across faiths are coordinating to gather at mosques as a protective 
presence during Friday prayer. After prayer, participants will enjoy tea 
and sambusas, then go vote early together. Sign Up Now

Evening Handcraft Group. A group of fiber artists and crafters from First 
Church and UBC meet at 7:00 p.m. on third Mondays to tackle works in 
progress, start new projects, and enjoy one another's company. The next 
gathering is tomorrow at Barb Franklin's home. If you have questions or 
would like to participate, please contact Cynthia Hendricks.

Book Drive for DinoMights. Don’t forget—we are collecting books for K-
12 students to promote access to diverse reading materials and inspire a 
love of reading. Donations of new or gently used books on any topic—
especially dual language (English/Spanish) or focused on BIPOC or 
multicultural topics and experiences—are welcome. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfm0Vsa9IC4qisSSiBKVpHJMTMdlS77S3Gcb7EKy8Y77QmGew/viewform
mailto:cyndenton@gmail.com


Week of October 19–25
MON (10/19) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
 7:00 PM Evening Handcraft Group Barb Frankin’s Home

TUE (10/20) 10:00 AM Building Committee Zoom
NOON Bible Study Library/Zoom

WED (10/21) 1:00 PM Relearning History Group Zoom
 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall 

THU (10/22) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement

SUN (10/25) 9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall
 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Gathering Hall/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 11:15 AM 2nd Hour: Reparations Library/Zoom

11:15 AM Democracy in Action: I-35W Ped. Bridge
  Bridge Brigade

11:30 AM Family Gathering Basement
 noon Confirmation Gathering ULCH

12:30 PM Voting Table Outside

Get Connected
Weekly Email. You can sign up to receive all the news on Thursday 
afternoons, as well as other important updates.

Online & Text Giving. Give Online  You can also give by texting 612-999-
1236: text $10 to give $10 to the general offering or $10 special to give $10 to 
the monthly special offering (you can text any amount).

Democracy in Action Signal Group. Join our Democracy In Action group 
on Signal if you would like to connect with others in the church about 
opportunities to show up to protest and resist. Join Signal Group

Worship Volunteers. Can you lend a hand in worship as a reader or usher? 
Ready to tackle coffee hour? Sign Up to Help in Worship

Regular Gatherings
Evening Handcraft Group—Monday, October 19 (7:00 PM @ Barb Franklin’s 
home)
Bible Study—Tuesday, October 20 (NOON—Zoom option)
Relearning History—Wednesday, October 21 (1:00 PM on Zoom)
Family Gathering—Sunday, October 25 (11:30 AM)
Confirmation Gathering—Sunday, October 25 (NOON @ ULCH)
Craft Group—Wednesday, November 4 (11:00 AM)
Elder Gathering—Monday, November 9 (1:00 PM on Zoom)

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kyjW1eY
https://firstchurchmn.org/giving
https://signal.group/#CjQKIFq2ZGvTkXUERBu6OuPxDIi4cDMww2x3MCJwaB_rxWxrEhDCxzwUPL6gizzhPXsw7e7q
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7y6x9bXqkncl58WeH6iA48


First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ....................................................... The People of First Church
Principal Minister ....................................................... Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ................... Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .......................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .......................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please 
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the 
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times 
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may 
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins 
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during 
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be 
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You 
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited 
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are 
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all 
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to 
Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to 
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at 
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you 
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

Octobers’s Special Offering benefits Neighbors in Need, one of four special 
offerings of the United Church of Christ. One-third of the offering is given to 
the Council for American Indian Ministries, and the remainder supports 
various justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
through grants.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.

Cover art: Israel by Mike Moyers (2011)
Moyers, Mike. Israel, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 
University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://act.library.vanderbilt.edu/artworks/
57141 [retrieved October 14, 2026]. Original source: Mike Moyers, https://www.
mikemoyersfineart.com/.


