
Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

1. Call 1-312-626-6799. 
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #. 
3. When prompted to enter your 

participant ID, just press #.

Join Us on Zoom!

Lent 2

March 1, 2026

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09


GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SONG LEARNING “We Are Not Afraid” by Lu Aya (The Peace Poets)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & RENEWAL

Leader: We walk the same ground,
All: torn by fear.
Leader: We walk the same ground,
All: torn by hatred.
Leader: We walk the same ground,
All: torn by violence and tyranny.
Leader: Come sing your part.
All: We will sing of courage.
Leader: Come sing your part.
All: We will sing with love.
Leader: Come sing your part.
All: We will sing for peace and justice.
Leader: Let us share the good news, friends.
All: In the name of Jesus, we are forgiven and free.

SONG “We Are Not Afraid”

READINGS Matthew 6:7–15

 “Eagle Poem” by Joy Harjo

TIME WITH CHILDREN

ANTHEM “Wana Baraka”arr. Shawn L. Kirchner
They have blessings, those who pray;
Jesus himself said so. Alleluia!
They have peace/joy/well-being …

SERMON “Pray with Jesus”

*HYMN “Abba, Abba Hear Us” (song sheet)

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any 
version meaningful to you.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING

In addition to financial offerings, we invite you to offer your response to 
this question on the small piece of paper: Amid the groanings of this time, 
how do you show up to embody hope?
We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First 
Church. March’s special offering supports food aid through First Church. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “I Would See Jesus” by Martha Schaffer
I would see Jesus when the flowers of joy adorn my way.
When sunshine and when hope surrounds my path from day to 
day.
When friends I cherish most are near, and hearts encircle mine,
then, God, would I turn from all to lean alone on thine.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
the living water, thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live!”
I came to Jesus and I drank of that life-giving stream,
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in Him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am the dark world’s light.
Look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright!”
I looked to Jesus and I found in Him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I’ll walk till traveling days are done.

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Take, O Take Me As I Am”
 Words & Music: John L. Bell
 © 1995 The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

We will pray with you, Jesus; loving, serving and protecting 
each other, as we move toward a community of peace and 
freedom for all. Amen.

GATHERING AT THE TABLE

COMMUNION PRAYER
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Leader: God is with you. 
All: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to God.
Leader: Let us give God thanks and praise. 
All: This is a good and joyful thing to do.

RETELLING THE STORY

*SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

Please come forward by the center aisle and return to your seats by the 
side aisle. Please place used cups in the baskets provided on each side of 
the table.

SONG “We Walk the Same Ground” by Annie Schlaefer
used under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

We walk the same ground / But we've been torn apart
Put down your weapons / Come sing your part

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN “Welcome Table”
I’m a-goin’a eat at the welcome table, some of these days.
I’m a-goin’a feast on milk and honey, some of these days.
I’m a-goin’a wade ‘cross Jordan’s river, some of these days.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall 
following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.
Valet ................................................................................................... Bill Lindberg
Usher ...............................................................................................Marilyn Burns
Song Leader ......................................................................................Gabe Magby
Reader ............................................................................................ Jean Anderson
Tech Support ........................................................ Maggie George, Jeff Peterson

After Worship Today
Democracy Support Group. This month’s topic is sacred rage—how do 
we channel our anger productively to defend what is holy and be a 
catalyst for social change? All are welcome; we meet monthly on the first 
Sunday after worship in the library and on Zoom—just stay on the Zoom 
call after worship.

Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade. Grab your coffee and your protest 
sign (and a chair if that would be helpful) and join us on the pedestrian 
bridge over I-35 next to the church to embody hope and resist 
authoritarianism.

Worship Team. The worship team will meet on Zoom at 1:00 p.m.



Week of March 2–8
You can find links for Zoom meetings on our website: firstchurchmn.org

MON (3/2) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
6:30 PM Lenten Book Group Zoom

 7:00 PM Congregational Care Team Zoom

TUE (3/3) noon Bible Study Library/Zoom
7:00 PM Lenten Silent Prayer Sanctuary
7:00 PM Justice League Zoom

WED (3/4) 11:00 AM Daytime Crafting Group Library
 3:00 PM Indigenous Study Group Library/Zoom 
 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

THU (3/5) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
 7:00 PM Lenten Film Group Library/Zoom

SUN (3/8) 9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 11:15 AM New Faces Gathering Library
 11:15 AM Democracy in Action: I-35W Ped. Bridge
  Bridge Brigade

11:30 AM Family Gathering Basement
noon Confirmation Gathering ULCH

 3:00 PM Drumming Circle Sanctuary

Coming Up
New Faces. If you are new to First Church, we invite you to join in a "New 
Faces" gathering after worship on March 8 or 15. This is a time to learn about 
the congregation and how to get involved, and to consider whether you'd 
like to become a member. Please RSVP to Pastor Jane if you plan to attend. 
We will receive new members on March 22 and on April 12 or 19 (as 
needed).

Palm Sunday—Reserve Your Spot on the Bus! On Palm Sunday, Christian 
congregations across the country plan to be in the streets. Just as Jesus 
organized a procession countering Roman forces, we will be confronting this 
administration and their white Christian nationalist agenda. At First Church, 
there will be no morning service. We will gather at church for lunch, then go 
together to the St. Paul Cathedral to process to the Capitol. There will also be 
the option to stay at church in solidarity and prayerful vigil. 

We are planning to hire a school bus so that everyone can ride together. Sign 
Up to Ride the Bus

Get Involved in Ministry. It’s always a good time to get involved with a 
ministry team! The worship team, congregational care team, and Justice 
League are all meeting this week; the others meet next week. Contact Pastor 
Jane if you’d like to participate.

Get the Link!
You can access all of the online references in this bulletin from our 
website landing page.

mailto:jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/palm-sunday-bus
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/palm-sunday-bus
mailto:jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
mailto:jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
https://firstchurchmn.org/connect
https://firstchurchmn.org/connect
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/palm-sunday-bus


First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ....................................................... The People of First Church
Principal Minister ....................................................... Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ................... Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .......................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .......................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please 
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the 
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times 
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may 
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins 
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during 
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be 
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You 
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited 
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are 
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all 
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to 
Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to 
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at 
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you 
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

March’s Special Offering supports our Little Free Pantry. Although the 
physical pantry is out of commission, we are still getting food into the hands 
of hungry neighbors through various means, and your donation supports 
that continued effort.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.

Cover art: Mother’s Prayer by Liz Valente
Valente, Liz. Mother's Prayer, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. [retrieved February 25, 2026]. Original source: Liz Valente. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59328
https://www.instagram.com/donalizvalente/

