
Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

1. Call 1-312-626-6799. 
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #. 
3. When prompted to enter your 

participant ID, just press #.

Join Us on Zoom!

August 16, 2026

12th Sunday After Pentecost

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09


GATHERING

PRELUDE “Passacaglia for Violin and Cello”
 Music: George Frideric Handel
 arr. Johan Halvorsen & Michael Press

WELCOME

GATHERING WORDS “Stubborn Blessing” by Jan Richardson

*HYMN “Gather Us In” (song sheet)

SCRIPTURE Matthew 15:21–28
 Isaiah 56:1, 6–8

TIME WITH CHILDREN

SERMON “Persistence Unto Transformation”
 Richard Lanford

*HYMN “Bring Your Best to Our Worst”
The leader will sing verses alternating with the congregational refrain, 
printed below.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Now as our prayer time begins (or anytime in the service) you are invited 
to tie a ribbon to our prayer tree. Through this simple act, we can bring 
our deepest fears, hopes, joys, griefs, and longings, to God, in the safety 
and support of community.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

You are welcome to use any version meaningful to you; a commonly used 
version is printed below.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.



For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

MINISTRY MOMENT “Every Meal”
 Eve Parker

OFFERING INVITATION

We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First 
Church. August’s special offering supports Every Meal. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “It Is Well With My Soul”
 Words: Horatio Spafford; Music: Philip Bliss 
 arr. Byron Almén & Elwyn Alexander Fraser Junior

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Glory To God, Whose Goodness Shines”

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God of our ancestor Jesus, we offer you our humanity: our 
stubborn yearning to be healed, and our ever-evolving capacity 
to learn and grow and change. Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN 306 “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall 
following the postlude.

https://firstchurchmn.org/giving


Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.

Set Up .......................................................................Kris Felbeck, Linda Lincoln
Valet .................................................................................................... Tom Lincoln
Usher ...............................................................................................Marilyn Burns
Worship Leaders .................................................. Sarah Almén, Linda Valerian
Reader .................................................................................... Francie Domstrand
Preacher ...................................................................................... Richard Lanford
Special Music .......................................Elwyn Alexander Fraser Junior (voice)
 Soren Peterson (violin), Allegra Montanari (cello)
Tech Support ............................................................. Tim Danz, Greg Hubinger
Coffee Hour ..................................................................................... Barb Franklin

in honor of Barb’s sister Betsy Norum's birthday (August 9)
 and her mother Dorothy Breckenridge’s birthday (August 19)
Clean Up .............................................................................................Kris Felbeck

After Worship Today
Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade. Grab your coffee and your protest 
sign (and a chair if that would be helpful) and join us on the bridge over I-
35W next to the church to embody hope and resist authoritarianism.

Coming Up
Staff Note. Pastor Jane is out on vacation through Tuesday, August 25. If 
you have pastoral care needs, you can contact Rev. Cody Sanders, Interim 
Pastor at University Baptist Church, at 864-590-1678.

Save the Date for Community Night—Plants Needed. We're preparing to 
give away indoor plants to brighten up living spaces for new and old 
neighbors at our annual community night on Wednesday, September 16. 
We're looking for donations of healthy indoor plants, new and gently used 
pots in good condition, and potting soil. Bring donations to the church 
between August 23 and September 13, and don't forget to save the date!

Evening Handcraft Group. This group of fiber artists and crafters meet at 
7:00 p.m. on third Mondays; the next gathering is tomorrow at Jean 
Lubke's home. If you have questions or would like to participate, please 
contact Cynthia Hendricks.

Spanish Conversation Group. Folks from First Church and UBC 
organized this group, and anyone is welcome! The next meeting is 
Saturday, August 22, at 10:00 a.m. at the Barnes and Noble at HarMar Mall 
in Roseville. If you have questions about the group, Mary Jean Korsmo has 
answers.

Celebration Mailing List. There are many folks who have important 
connections to our community who are not on our regular mailing lists. 
Who would you like to make sure is included as we move into our 175th 
anniversary celebration and capital campaign? There are forms available 
in the sanctuary for you to share names and contact information (mailing 
or email address) of these people, or you can email the church office.

Public Discipleship Series—Register Now. First Church is joining four 
other churches in our neighborhood to embark on a "Public Discipleship 
Path" this fall, preparing ourselves to take bold, prophetic public action in 
our communities to build relationships and to protect and maintain a just 
democracy for all. Register now, or contact Randee Edmundson with 
questions.

mailto:cyndenton@gmail.com
mailto:maryjeankorsmo@gmail.com
mailto:office@firstchurchmn.org
https://firstchurchmn.org/discipleship
mailto:edmundson.randee@gmail.com


Week of August 17–23
MON (8/17) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement

7:00 PM Evening Handcraft Group Jean Lubke’s Home

TUE (8/18) 10:00 AM Building Committee Zoom
NOON Bible Study Library/Zoom

THU (8/20) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
7:00 PM FCC Board Zoom

SAT (8/22) 10:00 AM Spanish Conversation Barnes & Noble @
  Group Har Mar Mall (Roseville)

SUN (8/23) 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Gathering Hall/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 11:15 AM 2nd Hour: Prism Gathering Hall/Zoom
  Organizing Network

11:15 AM Democracy in Action: I-35W Ped. Bridge
  Bridge Brigade

11:30 AM Family Gathering Basement

Get Connected
Weekly Email. You can sign up to receive all the news on Thursday 
afternoons, as well as other important updates.

Online & Text Giving. Give Online  You can also give by texting 612-999-
1236: text $10 to give $10 to the general offering or $10 special to give $10 to 
the monthly special offering (you can text any amount).

Democracy in Action Signal Group. Join our Democracy In Action group 
on Signal if you would like to connect with others in the church about 
opportunities to show up to protest and resist. Join Signal Group

Worship Volunteers. Can you lend a hand in worship as a reader or usher? 
Ready to tackle coffee hour? Sign Up to Help in Worship

Extra Help Needed for Worship. We need five extra volunteers for each 
week we’re worshiping in the Gathering Hall to set up the space before 
worship and take the lead returning the space to its weekday state once 
worship is over. Plus we still need ushers, readers, and coffee hour hosts! 
Sign up online or in the sanctuary.

Special Guest Rev. Joe Larson from Prism Organizing Network. Next 
Sunday, August 23, Rev. Larson will preach at First Church and host a 2nd 
Hour presentation to share about Prism Organizing's work pursuing safety, 
dignity, and freedom for LGBTQIA2S+ Minnesotans.

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kyjW1eY
https://firstchurchmn.org/giving
https://signal.group/#CjQKIFq2ZGvTkXUERBu6OuPxDIi4cDMww2x3MCJwaB_rxWxrEhDCxzwUPL6gizzhPXsw7e7q
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7y6x9bXqkncl58WeH6iA48
https://firstchurchmn.org/worship-signup


First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ....................................................... The People of First Church
Principal Minister ....................................................... Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ................... Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .......................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .......................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please 
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the 
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times 
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may 
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins 
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during 
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be 
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You 
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited 
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are 
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all 
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to 
Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to 
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at 
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you 
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

August’s Special Offering supports Every Meal, which helps bridge the 
weekend gap in school-provided meals for kids experiencing food 
insecurity, including at nearby Marcy Arts Elementary School.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.

Cover art: Woman of Canaan by Sadao Watanabe
Watanabe, Sadao, 1913-1996. Woman of Canaan, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project 
of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://act.library.vanderbilt.
edu/artworks/57538 [retrieved August 10, 2026]. Original source: https://americanart.
si.edu/artwork/woman-canaan-26809.


