
Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

1. Call 1-312-626-6799. 
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #. 
3. When prompted to enter your 

participant ID, just press #.

Join Us on Zoom!

2nd Sunday After Epiphany

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday

January 18, 2026

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09


GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

INTROIT “Do Lord” arr. Bill Ingram

GATHERING WORDS

These words are excerpted from Martin Luther King’s “Strength to 
Love” and portions of Isaiah 62:1–5 in dialogue.
Please join the following response when prompted by the leader:
Leader: God says,
All:  for their sake, I will not keep silent. I will not rest.

*HYMN “Breath of God, Breath of Peace”

SCRIPTURE John 1:29–42

SERMON “Imagine Healing Our Broken World”
 Rev. Doug Donley 

*HYMN 436 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any 
version meaningful to you.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING

In addition to financial offerings, we invite you to offer your response to 
this question on the small piece of paper: Amid the groanings of this time, 
how do you show up to embody hope?
We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First 
Church. January’s special offering supports the University Area Solidarity Circle.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Steal Away” arr. Valerie Stephenson
 Elwyn Fraser, baritone soloist 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Behold, Behold, I Make All Things New”
 Words & Music: John L. Bell

Behold, behold, I make all things new,
beginning with you and starting from today.
Behold, behold, I make all things new,
my promise is true, for I am Christ the way.



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANTHEM/HYMN “Siyahamba”(We Are Marching, Zulu)
 arr. Robert Ward

Please stand and join in singing when directed.
Siyahamb, ekukhanyeni kwenkos…
We are marching in the Light of God…
We are singing in the Light of God…
We are praying in the Light of God…

*BAPTISMAL BLESSING & BENEDICTION

Please come forward to the font if you wish.

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall 
following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.
Valet ...........................................................................................George Domstrand
Usher ..............................................................Marilyn Burns, Mary Jean Korsmo
Readers ............................................................... Richard Lanford, Xan Laurence
Tech Support ........................................................Greg Hubinger, Scott Williams
Coffee Hour ................................................................................Christyann Ranck

After Worship Today
2nd Hour: The UBC Story. Join us in the library after worship to hear from 
UBC members about the story of their congregation.

Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade. Grab your coffee and your protest 
sign (and a chair if that would be helpful) and join us on the pedestrian 
bridge over I-35 next to the church to embody hope and resist 
authoritarianism.

Coming Up
Showing Up Together. In this coming week, we will gather twice on Zoom 
to reflect, mourn, pray, and share information and ideas about how we can 
show up. These gatherings will take place on Monday, January 19 at 1:00 
p.m. and Thursday, January 22, at 7:00 p.m. The link will be sent to our 
email list closer to the time of the gathering.

We can ALL participate in the Day of Truth and Freedom on Friday, January 
23. On this day, we withhold our labor and our dollars to demonstrate our 
non-compliance with the radical violation of justice being meted out upon 
the people of our cities and our state.

Night Songs—Tickets Now Available. Get ready for a night of music 
under projections of the night sky at University Lutheran Church of Hope 
on Sunday, February 15, at 7:00 p.m. Night Songs is a celebration of choral 
music featuring the First Church choir as well as several other 
neighborhood choirs. This is a popular event, so free tickets are required. 
Get Tickets for Night Songs

https://nightsongs2026.eventbrite.com


Knitting Group. The joint UBC/FCC knitting group is meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
on Monday, January 19, at Deb Wensman's house. All levels of knitters are 
welcome. If you have questions or would like to participate, please contact 
Chris Follett.

Spanish Conversation Group. The next meeting is Saturday, January 24, at 
10:00 a.m. at the Barnes and Noble at HarMar Mall in Roseville. Folks from 
First Church and UBC organized the group, and anyone is welcome! If you 
can’t make it, we meet monthly on the fourth Saturday—maybe next time? 
If you have questions about the group, Mary Jean Korsmo has answers.

2nd Hour: Tales from Bethlehem, Conversations in Minnesota. On 
January 25 we'll be joined after worship by Ruben Slomianski, who will 
speak about the reality of daily life for those living in Palestine, the 
distinction between anti-Zionism and antisemitism, the relevance of 
boycott/divest/sanction in Minnesota, and how we navigate the competing 
media narratives and complicated conversations that we need to have 
about Israel and Palestine.

Mardi Gras Mini Golf—Volunteers Needed. Our annual Mardi Gras Mini 
Golf event will take place on Friday, February 13, from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. We 
will play our 9-hole mini golf course all around the church and eat tacos 
and freshly made donuts. The Roasters (with Tim Gustafson of ULCH) will 
play traditional New Orleans jazz, Cajun rhythms, and original songs for 
your dancing and listening pleasure.

We need folks to help with all kinds of things—from flyering the 
neighborhood and setting up to greeting guests and serving food. 
Sign Up to Help with Mardi Gras

Theatre at First Church: The Happiest Man on Earth. After worship on 
February 22 we welcome artists from Six Points Theater for a noon 
performance of "The Happiest Man on Earth." This is a solo show based 
Eddie Jaku's bestselling Holocaust memoir which promises to "inspire you 
to face life's darkest moments with courage, choose love over despair, and 
share your joy with those you love most."

Lenten Small Groups. Lent begins this year with Ash Wednesday on 
February 18. We're offering four opportunities to gather, connect, and learn 
during the Lenten season. Sign Up for a Lenten Group The four groups 
are:

Drumming Circle. Sundays—February 22, March 8, and March 22—from 
3:00 to 4:30 p.m. Jean Chagnon will show you the way; no drumming 
experience is necessary.

On Tyranny Book Discussion Group. Sarah Almén will facilitate a 
discussion about Timothy Snyder's On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the 
Twentieth Century. The group will meet on Zoom on Mondays at 6:30 
p.m. (dates TBD). 

Silent Prayer Group. Mary Jean Korsmo and Don Brasted-Maki will lead 
(mostly) silent prayer in the sanctuary on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. from 
February 24 to March 31.

Bad Faith Documentary Discussion Group. A small group will gather to 
watch the film Bad Faith on in-person and on Zoom, Thursdays in March 
at 6:00 p.m. Pastor Jane and Paul Fate will lead a discussion.

Save the Date
Joint Worship @ University Baptist Church—February 15

mailto:chrisf2828@yahoo.com
mailto:chrisf2828@yahoo.com
mailto:maryjeankorsmo@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0948A5AE2EA2F58-61658812-mardi
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0948A5AE2EA2F58-61658812-mardi


Get Connected

Weekly Email. You can sign up to receive all the news on Thursday 
afternoons, as well as other important updates.

Online & Text Giving. Give Online You can also give by texting 612-255-
4109; “$(amount) Special” for the monthly offering or “$(amount) General 
Fund”.

Democracy in Action Signal Group. Join our Democracy In Action group 
on Signal if you would like to connect with others in the church about 
opportunities to show up to protest and resist. Join Signal Group

Worship Volunteers. Can you lend a hand in worship as a reader or usher? 
Are you a coffee hour virtuoso? Sign Up to Help in Worship

Helping for the first time? Joy Gullikson can help you get oriented.

Week of January 19–25
You can find links for Zoom meetings on our website: firstchurchmn.org

MON (1/19)  MLK Day
  Church Office Closed
 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement

1:00 PM Community Gathering  Zoom
7:00 PM Knitting Group Deb Wensman’s Home

TUE (1/20) noon Bible Study Library/Zoom

WED (1/21) 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

THU (1/22) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
 noon Indigenous Book Group Library

7:00 PM Community Gathering Zoom

FRI (1/23)  Day of Truth and Freedom 
  Church Office Closed

SAT (1/24) 10:00 AM Spanish Conversation Group HarMar Mall
   Barnes & Noble

SUN (1/25) 9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Sanctuary/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 11:15 AM 2nd Hour: Ruben Slomianski Library
 11:15 AM Democracy in Action: I-35W Ped. Bridge
  Bridge Brigade

11:30 AM Family Gathering Basement
 noon Confirmation Gathering ULCH
 1:00 PM Worship Team Zoom

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kyjW1eY
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZHFT/home
https://signal.group/#CjQKIFq2ZGvTkXUERBu6OuPxDIi4cDMww2x3MCJwaB_rxWxrEhDCxzwUPL6gizzhPXsw7e7q
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0948A5AE2EA2F58-58374173-worship#/
mailto:joygullikson79@gmail.com


First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ....................................................... The People of First Church
Principal Minister ....................................................... Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ................... Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .......................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .......................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please 
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the 
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times 
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may 
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins 
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during 
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be 
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You 
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited 
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are 
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all 
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to 
Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to 
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at 
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you 
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

January’s Special Offering supports the University Area Solidarity Circle 
(formerly the Sanctuary Coalition). 

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.

Cover art: Martin Luther King, Jr. by Kelly Latimore
Latimore, Kelly. Martin Luther King, Jr., from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the 
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=57100 [retrieved January 16, 2026]. Original source: Kelly Latimore Icons, 
https://kellylatimoreicons.com/.


