
Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.

Lent 5

March 22, 2026



GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME & LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SONG LEARNING “It’s Okay to Change Your Mind”
 Words & Music: Annie Schlaefer (used under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

It’s okay to change your mind, 
show us your courage, leave this behind
It’s okay to change your mind, 
and you can join us, join us here anytime

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION & RENEWAL

Leader: We walk the same ground,
All: torn by fear.
Leader: We walk the same ground,
All: torn by hatred.
Leader: We walk the same ground,
All: torn by violence and tyranny.
Leader: Come sing your part.
All: We will sing of courage.
Leader: Come sing your part.
All: We will sing with love.
Leader: Come sing your part.
All: We will sing for peace and justice.
Leader: Let us share the good news, friends.
All: In the name of Jesus, we are forgiven and free.

SONGS “It’s Okay to Change Your Mind”
 “We Are Here”
 Words & Music: Annie Schlaefer

We are here (we are here) 
with our courage (with our courage)
our love for each other will carry us through
our love for each other will carry us through

SCRIPTURE John 13:1–17, 31–35

TIME WITH CHILDREN

ANTHEM “Home” from October Project’s The Book of Rounds
 Words: Julie Flanders; Music: Emil Adler, arr. Keĳi Ishiguri

When you’re far away
When you feel alone
When the whole world has betrayed you
I will be your home

SERMON “Love Like Jesus”

*CHANT “Ubi Caritas” (song sheet)



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

HEALING PRAYER

If you wish to receive the healing prayer, either place your hands to your 
heart, or come forward to one of the chairs. When someone comes forward 
for healing, we ask others from the congregation to come forward to offer 
support, placing a hand on the shoulder of the person seeking healing.
Please join in speaking this prayer for those desiring healing as the leader 
invites you:
Leader: Let us pray.
All: Spirit of the Living God, present with us now, enter 

you, body, mind and spirit, and heal you of all that 
harms you, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any 
version meaningful to you.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING

In addition to financial offerings, we invite you to offer your response to 
this question on the small piece of paper: Amid the groanings of this time, 
how do you show up to embody hope?
We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First 
Church. March’s special offering supports food aid through First Church. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “O Love”
 Words: George Matheson; Music: Elaine Hagenberg

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thy ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.
O Joy that seeks me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZHFT/home


*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “Take, O Take Me As I Am”
 Words & Music: John L. Bell
 © 1995 The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

We will walk with you, Jesus; loving, serving and protecting 
each other, as we move toward a community of peace and 
freedom for all. Amen.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN 498 “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall 
following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.
Usher ...................................................................................................Kris Felbeck
Reader ............................................................................................ Linda Valerian
Tech Support .........................................................Greg Hubinger, Jeff Peterson
Coffee Hour ............................................................................Cynthia Hendricks

Today After Worship
All Ages Easter Crafts. After worship, people of all ages are invited to 
make paper flowers to brighten the sanctuary for Easter. We’ll also need 
some folks to create flowers on their own—supplies are available to take 
home.

Also

Bridge Brigade—11:15 a.m.
Confirmation Gathering—noon @ University Lutheran Church of Hope
Lenten Drumming Circle—3:00 p.m.
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Week of March 23–29
You can find links for Zoom meetings on our website: firstchurchmn.org

MON (3/23) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
 6:30 PM Lenten Book Group Zoom

TUE (3/24) noon Bible Study Library/Zoom
 7:00 PM Lenten Prayer Group Sanctuary

WED (3/25) noon 175th Display Subcommittee Zoom
 3:00 PM Indigenous Study Group Library/Zoom 
 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary

THU (3/26) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement
 6:00 PM Lenten Film Group Library/Zoom

SAT (3/28) 10:00 AM Spanish Conversation Barnes & Noble
  Group HarMar Mall (Roseville)

SUN (3/29)  No Morning Worship
 11:30 AM Lunch & Brief Worship Gathering Hall
 1:15 PM Prayer Vigil at First Church Sanctuary

1:15 PM Bus Ride to St. Paul 
 2:00 PM Palm Processional Begins at Dale & University
 2:30 PM Worship Capitol

Holy Week & Easter
Additional Details & Sign Ups: firstchurchmn.org/lent2026

Palm Sunday—March 29. On Palm Sunday, we will not have our usual 
morning service. We will begin at 11:30 a.m at church with a soup lunch, 
followed by a brief service where we will read the Palm Sunday story and 
bless both those going to the Capitol and those staying at church in vigil. If 
you’re planning to join us in St. Paul, sign up to ride the bus to the 
procession/Capitol.

Maundy Thursday—April 2. On Maundy Thursday we'll gather at 6:00 p.m. 
for a potluck meal and worship service remembering Jesus' last supper with 
his disciples, and his command to love and serve each other.Sign Up for the 
Potluck

Good Friday—April 3. There are two opportunities to be in community on 
Good Friday, including worship at University Baptist Church at 7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday—April 5. Join us to celebrate new life on Easter! There will 
be two services—an 8:00 a.m. worship at the Stone Arch Bridge, and a 10:00 
a.m. worship in the sanctuary. 
For the 10:00 a.m. service, we invite you to bring (and take home again 
afterwards) a green plant, a flowering plant, or some other natural item that 
brings you joy or inspiration.
Whichever service you attend, please join us at 8:45 a.m. at First Church for a 
celebratory breakfast. Volunteers are still needed for both breakfast cleanup 
and after worship coffee hour via the worship volunteer signup form.

Join our signal chat, sign up for the weekly email and more: Get 
Connected

https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/palm-sunday-bus
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/palm-sunday-bus
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/potluck
https://firstchurchmn.org/lent2026/potluck
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0948A5AE2EA2F58-58374173-worship#/
https://firstchurchmn.org/connect
https://firstchurchmn.org/connect


First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ....................................................... The People of First Church
Principal Minister ....................................................... Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ................... Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .......................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .......................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please 
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the 
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times 
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may 
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins 
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during 
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be 
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You 
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited 
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are 
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all 
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to 
Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to 
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at 
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you 
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

March’s Special Offering supports our Little Free Pantry. Although the 
physical pantry is out of commission, we are still getting food into the hands 
of hungry neighbors through various means, and your donation supports 
that continued effort.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.

Cover art: Washing of the Feet by John August Swanson
Swanson, John August. Washing of the Feet, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=58579 [retrieved March 11, 2026]. Original source: Estate of John August 
Swanson, https://www.johnaugustswanson.com/.


