September 27, 2026
18" Sunday After Pentecost

Join Us on Zoom!

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

@

1. Call 1-312-626-6799.
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #.

3. When prompted to enter your
participant ID, just press #.

Cultivating a community for all to belong, EHURCH of Minnesota
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice. United Church of Christ



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME

GATHERING “God Is Here Today”
and excerpts from The Book of the Belonging by Mariko Clark

Leader: [Sings in English]

All: [Sing in English]

Leader: Is there anything more cozy than the feeling of
belonging? [...] No matter how lost or lonesome we feel,
there is always a place for us with God.

All: [Sing in English]

Leader: Love is the most powerful force in the universe. [...] We
are all Beloved.

All: [Sing in English]

Leader: You make God happy, just by being you. [...] They just

have to trust God says that they Belong, they are
Beloved, and they are Delightful.
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cer - tain when I sing you’ll hear my song.
Words & Music: Javier Gracias; tr. C. Michael Hawn © 1999 Choristers Guild
*Hymn 417 “This is a Day of New Beginnings” (vv. 1-4)
TIME WITH CHILDREN & STORYTELLING “A Family of Belonging”

Genesis 12, 15
from The Book of the Belonging by Mariko Clark

ANTHEM “A Beautiful Thing”
Words: Hadewijch of Antwerp; trans. Columba Hart
Music: Jane Marshall



SERMON “Blessed to Be a Blessing”

*HymN “Draw the Circle Wide” (song sheet)

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Tue LorD’s PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any
version meaningful to you.

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First
Church. September’s special offering supports Eastside Meals on Wheels. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Freedom is Coming”
Words & Music: Trad. South African; adapt. & arr. Anders Nyberg

*OFrreRTORY RESPONSE  “I Can Feel You Near Me God” (song sheet)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Leader: Creator God, your Spirit hovers over all the earth,
singing a love song, a song of belonging and delight.

All: We are grateful. We bring our gifts. We join the song.
Amen.
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
*Hymn 20 “God of Abraham and Sarah”
*BENEDICTION

PosTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship celebrating Jane McBride's
art exhibit, “Surprising Beauty”, following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.

Valet...ooooiiii George Domstrand
USIET ... Beth Lanford
Readers ..... Michelle Hostetler, Richard Lanford, Ruth Lemire, Bob Nugent
Tech SUPPOTt.....cccueiicicicceeecaee. Greg Hubinger, Hikaru Peterson

GO HOUT oottt s et e s e sat e e ssaveesesanaesan Art Team


https://firstchurchmn.org/giving

After Worship Today

Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade. Grab your coffee and your protest
sign (and a chair if that would be helpful) and join us on the pedestrian
bridge over I-35W next to the church to embody hope and resist
authoritarianism.

Family Gathering. On the second and fourth Sundays each month, kids
and their grownups gather in the play room downstairs after the worship
service. We share a Bible story, make a craft or other story response,
engage in lots of free play, eat snacks, and build beloved community
together.

Confirmation Gathering—Noon at University Lutheran Church of Hope

Coming Up

Cleaning and Moving Day. Please join us on Tuesday, September 29,
anytime between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. to help tidy up the sanctuary and
move things from the Gathering Hall back into the sanctuary. Please let
Jean Chagnon know if you can help with this important activity.

Orange Shirt Day: An Invitation from All Nations Indian Church.
Orange Shirt Day is observed annually on September 30 to honor
survivors of Indian boarding schools, remember the children who never
returned, and commit to the ongoing process of reconciliation. This year,
the community at All Nations Indian Church (one of our reparations
partners) is asking allies to show up and join them in this observance. This
is one way we can continue to learn and engage in the work of repair.

They are hosting a prayer wall outside the church, and invite people to
come by between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. to reflect, pray, and honor those
impacted (1515 23rd St. E in Minneapolis). They are also screening the
documentary Sugarcane, which investigates the abuse and disappearance
of Indigenous children at a Catholic-run Indian residential school in
Canada, at 6:00 p.m. Let Pastor Jane know if you plan to attend, and she
can connect you with others who are also going.

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Stories Workshop. This fall, we are
launching a community storytelling project, inviting First Church
members to tell the stories of ordinary folks who were part of our
community throughout our 175 year history. We will be holding a
workshop to kick off the project next Sunday, October 4, after worship.
We'll discuss the format for the stories and whose stories we might tell.
Theater artist and storyteller Brenda Varda will be present to give us some
training on how to tell a good story. A light lunch will be provided. Please
RSVP to the office if you're planning to attend.

If you can't make it, we will offer another opportunity in the late fall or
early winter; we will also share materials from the workshop for those
who wish to start working independently.

Spanish Conversation Group—Paused. The Spanish conversation group
is paused for the fall and will be revisited in 2027.

Share Your Creativity at Our Holiday Bazaars. It's not too early to be
thinking about the holidays, especially if you're a craftsperson! Our
annual handcrafts market is expanding this year to two dates—November
29 at University Baptist Church and December 12 at First Church. If you’'d
like to sell your wares, sign up now.


mailto:tosu1992@yahoo.com
mailto:tosu1992@yahoo.com
mailto:office@firstchurchmn.org
https://firstchurchmn.org/bazaar

Open Doors Capital Campaign Update. Today we're introducing the Open
Doors campaign and launching this effort with prayer. Soon you will also
receive a postcard in the mail. Please post it in a prominent place to serve as
a daily reminder to pray for our community during this important time.

Additionally, the Board and campaign committee thank everyone who
responded to our survey about a possible campaign tithe. The largest group
of responders favored the option that the campaign goal does not include a
tithe, acknowledging that the campaign itself represents our service to the
community. However, there was also a strong interest in supporting
community arts programming, and we have decided to set aside $5,000 from
the campaign to support the development of community arts programming.

Week of September 28-0ctober 4

Meals on Wheels Delivery—September 28-October 2

Mon (9/28) 9:30 aM  Southeast Play Group Basement
Tue (9/29) NooN  Bible Study Library / Zoom
1:00pm  Sanctuary Clean-Up Sanctuary

Wep (9/30) 7:00pm  Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall
Tru (10/1) 9:30 am  Southeast Play Group Basement
Sun (10/4) 9:00 aM  Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary
9:30 am  Coffee Hour Gathering Hall

10:00 am  Worship Sanctuary / Zoom

11:00 am  Coffee Hour Gathering Hall

11:15 am  Democracy in Action: [-35W Ped. Bridge

Bridge Brigade
11:30 am  Storytelling Workshop Sanctuary
6:00 v Democracy Support Group Zoom
Get Connected

Weekly Email. You can sign up to receive all the news on Thursday
afternoons, as well as other important updates.

Online & Text Giving. Give Online You can also give by texting 612-999-
1236: text $10 to give $10 to the general offering or $10 special to give $10 to
the monthly special offering (you can text any amount).

Democracy in Action Signal Group. Join our Democracy In Action group
on Signal if you would like to connect with others in the church about
opportunities to show up to protest and resist. Join Signal Group

Worship Volunteers. Can you lend a hand in worship as a reader or usher?
Ready to tackle coffee hour? Sign Up to Help in Worship



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kyjW1eY
https://firstchurchmn.org/giving
https://signal.group/#CjQKIFq2ZGvTkXUERBu6OuPxDIi4cDMww2x3MCJwaB_rxWxrEhDCxzwUPL6gizzhPXsw7e7q
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7y6x9bXqkncl58WeH6iA48

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .

Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.

To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to
Jane McBride.

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

September’s Special Offering supports Eastside Meals on Wheels and their
mission to serve hot, nutritious meals to seniors and those with disabilities
in NE and SE Minneapolis and more. First Church volunteers help deliver
the meals for one week each month.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-704086.
Cover art: Landscape with Stars by Henri-Edmond Cross (ca. 1905-1908)

First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8" Ave. SE  Minneapolis, MN 55414
firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday / Wednesday / Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

MINISEETS c.eeeeee e, The People of First Church
Principal Minister...........ccocveviiininininniniiiicniennn, Rev. Jane McBride
612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org

Minister of MUSIC .......cccoveiiviiiiiiiiiccicce, Byron Almén
512-809-9789 (cell)

Communications and Administrative Lead................... Alice Worden
office@firstchurchmn.org

Facilities Manager ...........ccccocoeiiiiiininiiciiiniiicccies Brad Schumann
Moderator........cocciviiiiiiiiiii Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com



