
Cultivating a community for all to belong,
rooted in Jesus’ way of love and justice.

Click to Join Online
Meeting ID: 839 2872 7469 Password: 890967

1. Call 1-312-626-6799. 
2. When prompted, enter 839 2872 7469 #. 
3. When prompted to enter your 

participant ID, just press #.

Join Us on Zoom!

October 4, 2026

19th Sunday After Pentecost

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83928727469?pwd=WFhzWkJFQjBhTlp4UEU%20vdWRhS2lKdz09


GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME

GATHERING “God Is Here Today”
 and excerpts from The Book of the Belonging by Mariko Clark

Leader: [Sings in English]
All: [Sing in English]
Leader: Is there anything more cozy than the feeling of 

belonging? […] No matter how lost or lonesome we feel, 
there is always a place for us with God.

All: [Sing in English]
Leader: Love is the most powerful force in the universe. […] We 

are all Beloved.
All: [Sing in English]
Leader: You make God happy, just by being you. […] They just 

have to trust God says that they Belong, they are 
Beloved, and they are Delightful.

*HYMN 18 “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer”

TIME WITH CHILDREN & STORYTELLING ”She Laughed”
 Genesis 18:1–15
 from The Book of the Belonging by Mariko Clark

ANTHEM “All Shall Be Amen and Alleluia”
 Words: Saint Augustine of Hippo; Music: Paul M. Vasile

SERMON “Laughing with God”



*HYMN “God of Grace and God of Laughter” (song sheet)

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

A commonly used form is printed here. You are welcome to use any 
version meaningful to you.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

OFFERING INVITATION

We invite your financial gifts to support our ministries within and beyond First 
Church. October’s special offering supports Neighbors in Need. Give Online

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “If Ye Love Me”
 Words & Music: Thomas Tallis; edited by Peter Le Huray

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE “I Can Feel You Near Me God” (song sheet)

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Leader: Creator God, your Spirit hovers over all the earth, 
singing a love song, a song of belonging and delight.

All: We are grateful. We bring our gifts. We join the song. 
Amen.

GATHERING AT THE TABLE

COMMUNION PRAYER

Leader: God is with you. 
All: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to God.
Leader: Let us give God thanks and praise. 
All: This is a good and joyful thing to do.

RETELLING THE STORY

SONG “All Belong Here” (song sheet)
A leader sings the verses; the congregation sings the refrain (printed).

*SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

You are invited to come and make a large circle around the communion 
table for the sharing of communion. If you prefer to remain seated, an 
usher will come and offer you the bread and cup.

https://firstchurchmn.org/giving


SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*HYMN 349 “I Come with Joy”

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Please join us for coffee, food, and fellowship in the Gathering Hall 
following the postlude.

Thanks to those who are taking part in worship today.

Valet ................................................................................................... Bill Lindberg
Readers ............Sarah Almén, Michelle Hostetler, Ruth Lemire, Bob Nugent
Tech Support ...................................................... Hikaru Peterson, Jeff Peterson

After Worship Today
Democracy in Action Bridge Brigade—11:15 a.m. @ I-35W Ped. Bridge

Storytelling Workshop—11:30 a.m.

Democracy Support Group—6:00 p.m. on Zoom

Coming Up
Open Doors Capital Campaign. Our Open Doors campaign has two 
purposes and two pledges: to support our mission and ministry in 2027 
with annual stewardship and reparations pledges, and to help us 
complete important building projects by making a 3-year capital pledge 
over and above regular giving. Our Open Doors campaign leadership team 
includes Kris Felbeck, Joy Gullikson, Jane McBride, Jeff Peterson, and Paul 
Snyder. Please feel free to reach out to any one of these team members 
with questions or concerns that may arise during our campaign.

Prayer is central to this campaign. To help us as members of this First 
Church community have a prayerful focus, we’ll be including a brief 
scripture passage—perhaps think of it as a biblical mantra—in each 
week’s “First Notes” and Sunday bulletin. The hope is that communally 
and individually praying the scriptures will strengthen us and our capital 
campaign.

For this first week, our prayer is from a letter the apostle Paul sent to the 
community of believers in Corinth in the year 55 or 56. Paul is urging 
community members to contribute toward a collection for the church in 
Jerusalem. Harper's Bible Commentary indicates that Paul's wording 
echoes Proverbs 22:8: “God blesses a cheerful and giving person.” In other 
words, God will provide for our needs so that we may supply the needs of 
others.

Let us pray: “God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

Encourage Student Voting! This fall, we are collaborating with 
neighboring churches to focus on encouraging early voting and student 
voting in the upcoming election. This is an outcome of our public 
discipleship series. There are several opportunities to get involved; check 
the table in the sanctuary (or the weekly email) to learn more.



Week of October 5–11
MON (10/5) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement

TUE (10/6) NOON Bible Study Library/Zoom

WED (10/7) 11:00 AM Crafting Group Library
3:00 PM Relearning History Group Zoom

 7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall 

THU (10/8) 9:30 AM Southeast Play Group Basement

SUN (10/11) 9:00 AM Choir Rehearsal Gathering Hall
 9:30 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall
 10:00 AM Worship Gathering Hall/Zoom
 11:00 AM Coffee Hour Gathering Hall

11:15 AM Democracy in Action: I-35W Ped. Bridge
  Bridge Brigade

11:30 AM Family Gathering Basement
 noon Confirmation Gathering ULCH

12:30 PM Voting Info Table Outside

Get Connected
Weekly Email. You can sign up to receive all the news on Thursday 
afternoons, as well as other important updates.

Online & Text Giving. Give Online  You can also give by texting 612-999-
1236: text $10 to give $10 to the general offering or $10 special to give $10 to 
the monthly special offering (you can text any amount).

Democracy in Action Signal Group. Join our Democracy In Action group 
on Signal if you would like to connect with others in the church about 
opportunities to show up to protest and resist. Join Signal Group

Worship Volunteers. Can you lend a hand in worship as a reader or usher? 
Ready to tackle coffee hour? Sign Up to Help in Worship

Book Drive for DinoMights. Kristi Lee is collecting books for DinoMights, 
an organization focused on helping youth grow into confident, capable 
adults. They are seeking books for K-12 students to promote access to 
diverse reading materials and inspire a love of reading. Donations of new or 
gently used books on any topic—especially dual language (English/
Spanish) or focused on BIPOC or multicultural topics and experiences—are 
welcome. Please bring your donations to the church and place in the box 
labeled “Books for DinoMights”. 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/kyjW1eY
https://firstchurchmn.org/giving
https://signal.group/#CjQKIFq2ZGvTkXUERBu6OuPxDIi4cDMww2x3MCJwaB_rxWxrEhDCxzwUPL6gizzhPXsw7e7q
https://app.unison.io/schedules/7y6x9bXqkncl58WeH6iA48


First Congregational Church of Minnesota, UCC
500 8th Ave. SE   Minneapolis, MN  55414

firstchurchmn.org
Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Ministers ....................................................... The People of First Church
Principal Minister ....................................................... Rev. Jane McBride

612-598-2432 (cell); jmcbride@firstchurchmn.org
Minister of Music ................................................................Byron Almén

512-809-9789 (cell)
Communications and Administrative Lead ................... Alice Worden

office@firstchurchmn.org
Facilities Manager .......................................................... Brad Schumann
Moderator .......................................................................... Linda Valerian

612-408-2307 (cell); lindavalerianfcc@gmail.com

Wherever you are on life’s journey, let us walk with you . . .
Pastor Jane’s typical work week is Sunday through Thursday. Please 
call or email her to set up appointments as she is in and out of the 
office. She hopes you will contact her for support and prayer in times 
of illness, hospitalization, or crisis. If your need is urgent, you may 
call or text her cell phone at any time of the week.
To aid in worship, assistive listening devices and large-print bulletins 
are available from the ushers.

We welcome you to visit the remembrance area at any time during 
worship. At the back of the sanctuary there is table with journals that can be 
utilized to write or draw your remembrances in memory of a loved one. You 
can also light a candle on the columbarium.

Children are most welcome in worship at First Church. Families are invited 
to use the kids’ corner in the front of the Sanctuary during worship. We are 
working to become an inclusive community that welcomes people of all 
abilities within all church spaces. If you have questions or comments about 
sharing our worship service with those of differing abilities, please speak to 
Jane McBride. 

Valet parking is available every Sunday for those who find it difficult to 
navigate the walk from a parking spot to the church. Valets will meet you at 
the 8th Ave. entrance, assist you in getting inside and park your car for you 
(and get it for you after the service). If the valet sign is posted and you don’t 
see a parker, please wait for them to return.

Octobers’s Special Offering benefits Neighbors in Need, one of four special 
offerings of the United Church of Christ. One-third of the offering is given to 
the Council for American Indian Ministries, and the remainder supports 
various justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects 
through grants.

Music is reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-704086.

Cover art: Old Woman Seen from Behind by Vincent van Gogh (1882)


